American Iris Society: Clarence G. White Medal-AR
History written by Clarence Mahan
This medal is restricted to irises of one-half or more aril content that clearly exhibit at
least two readily recognizable aril flower characteristics as defined and approved by the
Aril Society International. It is named in honor of Clarence G. White (1869-1957).
Clarence G. White was born in Cleveland, Ohio. After attending Harvard University, he
worked for the White Sewing Machine Company, which had been founded by his
father. Later he operated his family's plantation in Florida. His experiments with potato
growing in Florida have been credited with being the basis for establishing the potato
business in that state. He moved to Hawaii in 1905, and there he owned and operated a
large pineapple plantation. He was involved in many philanthropies and civic activities.
He moved his family to Redlands, California in 1919, and he began raising flowers and
extending his works of civic philanthropy. It was at this time that White developed an
interest in and irises. When Clarence G. White began his work with aril irises, little was
known about the complexity of iris genetics. White assembled the largest collection of
aril irises in the world, and conducted thousands of breeding experiments to obtain
viable, fertile seedlings. One of his goals was to develop strong, pure Oncocylus
hybrids. Tom Craig wrote this of him in 1958: "He contributed so much to the interest in
Aril Iris that his name above all others is associated with them. For twenty-five years,
Clarence White and his work have rightly been the starting point for anyone
wishing to explore the field of growing and hybridizing Arils." White's hybrids, such as
`Oyez,' `Some Love,' and `Nelson of Hilly,' were almost the only Oncobreds listed in
catalogues for many years. He coined the vocabulary used by aril iris hybridizers and is
universally regarded as the pioneer in this field.
From Aril Society International (ASI): Since 1993, the Clarence G. White memorial
medal has been awarded to the best arilbred iris with 1/2 or more aril ancestry. (Before
1993, it was the C. G. White award, equivalent to an award of merit. Arilbreds must
now earn an award of merit before they can qualify for the C. G. White medal.) The
medal honors C. G. White, who in the 1950s created the family of fertile arilbreds that
still dominates arilbred breeding today.
Winners: CLARENCE G. WHITE MEDAL Aril (AR)
2019 DUBAI (Thomas Johnson)
2018 BYZANTINE RUBY (Lowell Baumunk)
2017 SAND DANCER (Richard Tasco)

2016 XERXES (Lowell Baumunk)
2015 AZTEC PRINCE (Richard Tasco)
2014 KALIFA'S JOY (Robert Annand)
2013 REFINER'S FIRE (Peter McGrath)
2012 NOBLE WARRIOR (Richard Tasco)
2011 HAMMURABI (Lowell Baumunk)
2010 RIVERS OF BABYLON (Lowell Baumunk)
2009 SPIRIT OF CALEB (Peter McGrath)
2008 BYZANTINE ART (Lowell Baumunk)
2007 OMAR’S EYE (Carl Boswell)
2006 Omar's Stitchery (Carl Boswell)
2005 Concerto Grosso (Harald Mathes)
2004 Chocolate Mint (Richard Tasco)
2003 Energizer (Howard Shockey)
2002 Lancer (Howard Shockey)
2001 Desert Fury (Howard Shockey)
2000 Sheba's Jewel (Howard Shockey)
1999 Queen Sheba (Howard Shockey)
1998 Kalifa's Robe (Ben Hager)
1997 Turkish Pendant (Howard Shockey)
1996 Syrian Princess (Howard Shockey)
1995 Persian Padishah (Howard Shockey)
1994 Khyber Pass (Kenneth Kidd)
1993 Syrian Jewel (Howard Shockey)
Prior to 1993 it was called the C. G. White award and followed slightly different rules.
1992 NO AWARD, due to tie
1991 'Syrian Jewel' (Shockey)
1990 'Dee Mouse' (H. Danielson)
1989 'Pro News' (H. Danielson)
1988 'Tabriz' (Kidd)
1987 'Cool Oasis' (Hager)
1986 'Khyber Pass' (Kidd)
1985 'Zemira' (Rich)
1984 'Snow Over Chicago' (H. Danielson)
1982 'Bionic Burst' (H. Danielson)
1981 'Martha Mia' (Hunt)
1980 'Sheik' (Hager)

1979 'Genetic Dancer' (H. Danielson)
1978 'Stars Over Chicago' (H. Danielson)
1977 'Bangledesh' (Peterson)
1976 'Loudmouth' (Rich)
1975 'Grand Vizier' (Hawkinson)=
1974 'Syrian Moon' (Brizendine)
1973 'Bethlehem Song' (Foster)
1972 'Soni Ce' (Peterson)
1971 'Esther the Queen' (Hunt)
1970 'Big Black Bumblebee' (H. Danielson)
1969 'Bethlehem Star' (Foster)
From 1969 onward the award winner had to have 1/2 or more aril blood.
1968 'Wee Scot' (Street)
1967 'Spring Nocturne' (Boen)
1966 'Imaret' (Wilkes)
1965 'Golden Joppa' (Linse)
1964 'Real Gold' (Austin)
1963 'Striped Butterfly' (Noyd) Note: would not qualify for an award today, as it is less
than 1/4 aril.
1962 'Mohrning Haze' (Luihn)
1961 'Trophy' (Linse)
1960 'Witch Doctor' (Plough)
1959 'Mary McClellan' (Craig)

